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Less than two weeks to collect turkeys for 19,896 families—is it 
possible? 

Foodshare Announces 2014 Turkey and Thirty Campaign Goals  

  
Hartford – President and CEO Gloria McAdam visited the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, a Mobile Foodshare site, 
today to announce Foodshare’s annual Turkey and Thirty 
Campaign goals. The food bank received 19,896 verified 
requests for turkeys from families served by area pantries, 
community kitchens, and shelters. Each of these turkeys, 
which are donated by members of the greater Hartford 
community, represents a traditional Thanksgiving meal for 
one local family.  
 
In addition to providing turkeys, Foodshare’s Turkey and 
Thirty Campaign must also raise $900,000 to continue 
feeding people year-round and to support programs that 
help people get back on their feet so they no longer need 
food.. “What we want people to understand is that many 
of our neighbors continue to struggle the other 364 days of the year,” says McAdam. “While we feel strongly that 
everyone should be able to celebrate this American tradition, we also want to be sure they are not forgotten once 
Thanksgiving has come to an end.” 
  
The challenge is the timing, and the fact that the numbers keep growing year after year. “Foodshare has less than two 
weeks to collect AND distribute 19,896 turkeys—and no, we do not have a stockpile in our warehouse,” says McAdam. 
“These turkeys go out the door just as fast as they come in, and we count on everyone in the community to help make 
that happen.” 
 
Leadership gifts from long-time supporters helped launch the campaign, including 1,000 turkeys each from Stop & Shop 
(part of the HOG Turkey Run event) and BioSafe Systems, sponsors of this year’s 1,000 Turkey Challenge. Additional 
gifts from C&S Wholesale, Wakefern ShopRite, and Sysco have also helped get us off to a great start. But there is still a 
long way to go, and very little time to get there! Those wishing to help are asked to visit www.foodshare.org to learn 
more. 
      
Keep up with all of Foodshare’s latest news and updates by becoming a follower at www.twitter.com/Foodshare. 

 

 
About Foodshare 
 
Foodshare is the heart of greater Hartford’s fight against hunger, bringing together individuals and organizations to 
create effective solutions to end hunger in all 42 towns of Hartford and Tolland counties.  
 
Foodshare does this by: 
 

 Engaging members of the greater community to become personally involved in effective hunger solutions in 
order to 

 
1. Increase the amount of food available from all sources. Each year Foodshare distributes enough food to 

provide 12 million meals through our network of 300 local partners that feed 140,000 of our hungry neighbors.  
But that amount of food only covers one third of the need, so we are encouraging more participation in federal 
food-assistance programs and new local sources of food donations. 

http://www.foodshare.org/
http://www.twitter.com/Foodshare


2. Reduce the number of people in need by increasing their self-sufficiency. In this way, we address the chronic 
underlying reasons why people are hungry. These stem from poverty, not just the immediate lack of food.   

 
Since 1982, Foodshare has sought to end hunger in our region. Working in partnership with other community leaders 
such as the United Way, End Hunger Connecticut! and 211 Infoline, Foodshare has the experience and is building the 
networks necessary to help make this vision a reality.   
 
We need you! Join the Movement to Solve Hunger. Your gifts of time, talent, and financial support are vital to ending 
hunger… not just by feeding a hungry person today but by creating a future where hunger will not be tolerated.  
 


