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Foodshare Receives $55,000 Walmart Foundation Grant to Support New Staff 

Position to Enhance Operations  
New position will focus on rescue and distribution of more food from retailers 

Bloomfield, September 8, 2015 – Foodshare today announced a $55,000 grant from the Walmart

Foundation to fund a new position, retail store donation coordinator, for the specific purpose of working 

with local and national retailers to secure more donated food.  

The need for this position stems from the understanding that retail store donations are a critical 

component in being able to serve more people struggling with hunger. A staff person dedicated to working 

with retailers, both small and large, to rescue and distribute food that might otherwise go to waste will 

not only help build Foodshare’s capacity but, ultimately, help better meet the ongoing local need. 

“We are thrilled that the Walmart Foundation has funded this new staff position and understands the 

value of food banks working hand in hand with local retailers to fight hunger,” said Foodshare President 

James Arena-DeRosa. “As a member of the Feeding America network, we have seen how securing retail 

store donations is a key driver to increasing our ability to secure more food for more people. With this 

grant, we’ll be able to develop stronger relationships with our local retailers and do more for the people 

struggling with hunger in Greater Hartford. 

Foodshare is one of 15 Feeding America member food banks across the country this year to be awarded a 

grant for a retail store donation coordinator. The grant is designed to support the first year salary and 

benefits costs for the staff position.  

While the position is funded through a Walmart Foundation grant, the new retail store coordinator will 

work with all retailers in the area in an effort to secure more food for  Foodshare. The coordinator also 

will help educate store personnel on the appropriate guidelines for donations through the food bank’s 

retail donation program. 

The funding for the position comes at a time of particular need, as food insecurity remains high 

throughout the country. According the USDA, approximately 49 million people – including 16 million 

children – in the United States struggle with hunger. Here in Greater Hartford, 137,000 local residents 

are food insecure.  

Through their longstanding commitment to fighting hunger, Walmart and the Walmart Foundation 

provide donations of both funds and food to Feeding America and its nationwide network of food banks. 

Walmart and the Walmart Foundation have set goals to provide four billion meals to those in need in the 

U.S. through 2020. Foodshare is one of Feeding America’s 200 member food banks across the country and 

currently receives product donations from local Walmart stores. To learn more about the Walmart 

Foundation’s commitment to fight hunger visit foundation.walmart.com.    

# # # 

Keep up with all of Foodshare’s latest news and updates by becoming a follower at 

www.twitter.com/Foodshare. 

http://foundation.walmart.com/
http://www.twitter.com/Foodshare


 

About Foodshare 
 

Foodshare is the food bank for Hartford and Tolland counties, and since 1982, we have sought to end 

hunger in our region. Last year, Foodshare distributed 12 million meals worth of food to some 300 food 

pantries, community kitchens, homeless shelters, and other partner programs. But even that huge 

amount of food only met one-third of the need. To bridge the gap between what is needed and what 

Foodshare can provide, the organization is involving the entire community in order to increase the 

amount of food available from all sources and to help people get back on their feet so fewer people need 

food.   

 

In this way, we address the chronic underlying reasons why people are hungry, stemming from poverty, 

not just the immediate lack of food.   

 

Working in partnership with other community leaders such as the United Way, End Hunger Connecticut! 

and 211 Infoline, Foodshare has the experience and is building the networks necessary to help make this 

vision a reality.   

 

Join the movement! Our goal is to inspire community members, like you, to become personally involved in 

effective hunger solutions.  Your gifts of time, talent, and financial support are vital to solving hunger—

not just by feeding a hungry person today but by creating a future where hunger will not be tolerated.  
 


