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Volunteers Donate $1.2 million worth of work to Foodshare 
 

Last year, Foodshare, the food bank for Hartford and Tolland counties, increased the number of 

volunteers working with the organization by 60 percent over the previous year. According to figures just 

released by the organization, 6,534 people volunteered their time and talent to the Foodshare last year. 

That is compared to 4,071 in 2013—itself a record for the organization. Collectively, last year’s volunteers 

donated 54,472 hours—or 26 years—of service helping get food to people in need. The cumulative value of 

all that labor is $1,228,344.  

 

“Volunteers at Foodshare come from every walk of life and do an amazing variety of work,” says Chris 

O’Rourke, interim president of Foodshare.” They sort food, work with computer programs, pick up food at 

retail stores and take it to nearby food pantries, and hand out fruits and vegetables on our Mobile 

Foodshare trucks. We also use volunteers for very specialized tasks like public speaking and helping 

clients fill out complex forms for government assistance. They really are the lifeblood of the organization, 

and we couldn’t be happier with this impressive increase in their numbers.” 

 

According to Foodshare’s volunteer coordinator, Edna Bailey, the increase in volunteers was largely the 

result of Foodshare’s $5.5 million Bridging the Gap campaign. One of the campaign’s goals was to expand 

both of the organization’s facilities in Hartford and Bloomfield to accommodate more volunteers. The 

campaign also expanded the organization’s programs, which are the vehicles for volunteer participation. 

And much of the increase came from groups of volunteers from organizations, including area corporations, 

which were major contributors. “All of these components are working together to help us take on more 

volunteers,” Bailey said. 

 

Keep up with all of Foodshare’s latest news and updates by becoming a follower at 

www.twitter.com/Foodshare. 
 
 

About Foodshare 
 

Foodshare is the food bank for Hartford and Tolland counties, and since 1982, we have sought to end 

hunger in our region. Last year, Foodshare distributed 12 million meals worth of food to some 300 food 

pantries, community kitchens, homeless shelters, and other partner programs. But even that huge 

amount of food only met one-third of the need. To bridge the gap between what is needed and what 

Foodshare can provide, the organization is involving the entire community in order to increase the 

amount of food available from all sources and to help people get back on their feet so fewer people need 

food.   

 

In this way, we address the chronic underlying reasons why people are hungry, stemming from poverty, 

not just the immediate lack of food.   

 

Working in partnership with other community leaders such as the United Way, End Hunger Connecticut! 

and 211 Infoline, Foodshare has the experience and is building the networks necessary to help make this 

vision a reality.   

 

Join the movement! Our goal is to inspire community members, like you, to become personally involved in 

effective hunger solutions.  Your gifts of time, talent, and financial support are vital to solving hunger—

not just by feeding a hungry person today but by creating a future where hunger will not be tolerated.  

 

http://www.twitter.com/Foodshare

