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Approaching the Halfway Mark 
Over 8,000 households still waiting and hoping for help this Thanksgiving 

Progress Towards Goal: 
As of today, Foodshare has received enough turkeys to provide Thanksgiving dinner to 7,550 Greater 
Hartford families. But that still leaves 8,321 individuals seeking help for the holiday, based on 
requests placed through local food pantries and kitchens. 

The generous people of our region have also donated $303,612 to help feed these families all year 
long, and build lasting solutions to hunger. 

News & Updates: 

“I want to sincerely express my gratitude…I would not be able to put on a [Thanksgiving] 
dinner for my 2 kids otherwise. I'm tearing up right now...my heart is so very full and 

grateful. Thank you endlessly for all you do.”  ~ Carrie 

Foodshare has just about reached the halfway mark—a remarkable feat—but with thousands going 
out the door each day, the food bank is concerned they will not have enough for distribution on 
Saturday.  

“Last year we had a great year, achieving our goal earlier than ever before, and we’re on track to do 
that again,” according to James Arena-DeRosa, Foodshare President & CEO. “The Jack Bannan 
Memorial Turkey Trot brought in 3,549 turkeys yesterday—in one day! That’s 500 more than last 
year, but we need to keep the momentum going.”  

Turkey and Thirty drives are happening around the region, including several this weekend at local 
hotspots, including BackEast Brewery and WayPoint Spirits in Bloomfield, and Olde Burnside 
Brewing in East Hartford. Some of them are even offering incentives, such as a free tasting and live 
music, to get people through the door. You can also donate online at ATurkeyand30.org, or call 860-
856-HELP to donate by phone.

Upcoming Events: 

• Back East Brewery: Friday, Nov. 18 from 4pm-7pm @ 1296 Blue Hills Ave. in Bloomfield. 
Donate a turkey to receive a free pint glass and beer tasting!

• WayPoint Spirits: Saturday, Nov. 19 from 12pm-6pm @ 410 Woodland Ave. in Bloomfield. 
Enjoy a cash bar, live music, and a food truck. Donate a turkey to receive a free tour and 
tasting! 

http://www.aturkeyand30.org/


• Olde Burnside Brewing: Saturday, Nov. 19 from 9am-5pm @ 776 Tolland St. in East
Hartford.

• D’Esopo Funeral Chapel: Saturday, Nov. 19 from 12pm-3pm @ 30 Carter Street in East
Hartford and 277 Folly Brook Blvd. in Wethersfield.

• Hartford West End: Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 19-20 from 9am-4:30pm @ ShopRite (46
Kane Street).

• Wethersfield Town Drive: Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 19-20 from 10am-4pm @
Wethersfield Volunteer Ambulance (206 Prospect Street).

• West Side Marketplace: Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 19-20 from 10am-5pm @ 887 Cromwell
Ave. in Rocky Hill.

As of 11/17/16: 

Community Donations 

Bank of America - $20,000  
Stop & Shop – 1,000 turkeys 
Bill Grant Restaurant Group – 800 turkeys 
Fathom - $10,000 
SBM Charitable Foundation - $10,000 
C&S Wholesale – 480 turkeys 
Hoffman Auto Group – 220 turkeys 
LAZ Parking – 200 turkeys 
iCare – 120 turkeys & $761 
ROGO Distributors - 160 turkeys 
Jacob’s Vehicle Systems – 140 turkeys 

Chubb - $1,700 
Buttonball Elementary – 87 turkeys 
Aiello Home Services – 100 turkeys 
Macca Plumbing $1,000 
D'Esopo Funeral Chapel $1,000 
Peoples United Bank - $1,000 
Bouvier Insurance – 52 turkeys 
UA Local 777 Plumbers & Pipefitters – 52 turkeys 
Aerodyne Alloys - $500 
Valley Collector Car Club - $500 

Event Totals (community donations may be included in these numbers) 

Turkey Tuesday – 629 turkeys and $24,984 
Jack Bannan Memorial Turkey Trot – 3,549 turkeys and $3,516 and counting… 
NBC “Connecting you to Joy” – 203 turkeys and $1,038 
Goodwin – 55 turkeys and $1,465 
Marketing Solutions Unlimited (West Hartford) – 134 turkeys and $3,573 
Aetna – 54 turkeys and $1,756 
Hartford Harley Owners Group Turkey Run – 42 turkeys and $2,615 

Keep up with our latest news and updates on Facebook and Twitter (@Foodshare). 

About Foodshare 

Foodshare is Greater Hartford’s regional food bank, working to nourish our neighbors every, 
single day by increasing access to healthy food. In addition to providing 11.5 million meals 
worth of food through 300 local programs each year, Foodshare is building collaborative 
partnerships across the region and advocating on behalf of those we serve, to help stabilize 
lives with one goal in mind—building a stronger and healthier Greater Hartford for us all. 
Join the movement today by visiting www.foodshare.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/Foodshare
https://www.twitter.com/Foodshare
http://www.foodshare.org/

